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In April 2010, the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, in Lexington,
Massachusetts, held a symposium devoted to presenting new research
on American fraternal groups from the past through to the present day.
This issue of the Journal for Research into Freemasonry and Fraternalism
shares scholarship from that event.
An American history museum, the Museum & Library (http://www.
nationalheritagemuseum.org) was founded in 1975 by the Scottish Rite
Freemasons of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States,
and is still supported by them today. As the repository of one of the
largest collections of American Masonic and fraternal objects, books
and manuscripts in the world, the Museum actively seeks to foster
new research on American fraternalism and to encourage the use of its
scholarly resources.
By 1900, over 250 American fraternal groups existed, numbering six
million members. The study of their activities and influence in the United
States, past and present, offers the potential for new interpretations of
American society and culture. The symposium’s keynote speaker, Jessica
Harland-Jacobs, Associate Professor of History at the University of Florida,
and author of Builders of Empire: Freemasonry and British Imperialism,
1717–1927, provides the introductory essay here, which demonstrates
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that applying world history methodologies pays great dividends for our
understanding of fraternalism as a historical phenomenon.
American fraternalism is indelibly marked by the influence of AngloAmerican freemasonry. Ami Pflugrad-Jackisch, of the University of
Michigan—Flint, makes this point well. Her study of the pre-Civil War
membership of the Sons of Temperance, Freemasons and Odd Fellows in
Virginia offers important new information on the statistics of membership
in these groups, the comparisons to be made between the membership
lists, and the activities, goals and lessons learned in each fraternity, while
also placing them in the context of 1850s Virginia society and culture.
Likewise, Hannah Lane, of Mount Allison University in Sackville, New
Brunswick, studied the connections between freemasonry and evangelical churches in Maine and New Brunswick, illuminating unique
characteristics of the development of both groups in a borderland area of
the United States and Canada.
While Pflugrad-Jackisch and Lane widen the scope of the study of
freemasonry through their comparative methodologies, David Bjelajac,
of George Washington University, advances our understanding of the
history of the Craft through his use of art historical sources. His analysis
of Thomas Cole’s landscape paintings finds the influence of freemasonry
evidenced by the use of Masonic symbols. Bjelajac carefully traces the
intersections of freemasonry with Cole’s life and career, including his
subject matter, his patrons, and contemporary politics. His work challenges historians of freemasonry to branch out from the written word
by examining visual and material sources.
Few American fraternal groups are as controversial as the Ku Klux
Klan (or KKK). In the early 1900s the KKK often took Nativist, antiimmigration views to violent and extreme ends. Their radical ideas
divided communities for decades. The final two papers from the
symposium tackle the challenging topic of the growth of the KKK in
the 1920s. Kristofer Allerfeldt, of the University of Exeter, and Adam G.
Kendall, of the Henry Wilson Coil Library & Museum of Freemasonry at
the Grand Lodge of California, present papers about the links between
the KKK and freemasonry in Kansas and California, respectively. Both
of these scholars examine the contact between freemasonry and the Klan
in order to delve deeper into how Masonic ideals fared when confronted
with a difficult reality. These papers explore questions about how the
Grand Lodges reacted as the Klan used Masonic lodges to promote its
own aims and recruit members.
In addition to the papers described above, which were initially presented at the April 2010 symposium, we include Mary Copeland’s study
of a pamphlet on freemasonry written by Hannah Mather Crocker
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(1752–1847) and published in Boston in 1815. Copeland’s work adds to
our understanding of female involvement in freemasonry and demonstrates that the fraternity was not so secret or closed as many have
thought, even in the 1800s. This paper provokes a number of questions
and ideas for further research and the response that follows by Aimee E.
Newell provides an additional interpretation of the pamphlet along with
suggestions for continuing to build a context around Crocker, her words,
and freemasonry in Boston during the early Republic.
The book review section continues the theme of the symposium
by presenting reviews of several recent works on subjects related to
American freemasonry and fraternalism.
Collectively, the papers included here inspire us to forge ahead in
the study of American freemasonry and fraternalism—to employ new
methodologies and sources, to ask difficult questions, and to reflect on
the past.
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