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C'eravamo tanto amati (We All Loved Each Other So Much) –
Instructional DVD-Video
Francesco Scordato - Berry College

Product at a glance
Product type

Interactive DVD-Video to enhance the comprehension of authentic
language

Language

Italian

Level

Intermediate to advanced (adolescent to adult);
classroom or individualized learning of Italian language, culture,
and film study

Activities

Authentic native language listening comprehension;
listening comprehension quizzes, very extensive pre-activity and
post-activity activities

Media Format

1 DVD-Video, C'eravamo tanto amati by Ettore Scola, 1974,
2nd edition. B/W & color; 124 min. running time; widescreen
format, 4:3 aspect ratio, NTSC, region 0

Operating
Systems
Windows
Macintosh

Windows 98+
MacOS 9.x

Hardware
requirements

PC Pentium 133Mhz +
MacPower PC +

DVD

Pioneer 7400 DVD player with Pioneer barcode reader required
for use of the printed barcodes provided in theInstructor's Guide,
or alternatively, any NTSC DVD player to view the DVD using the
menu options, or a PC/Macintosh DVD-ROM drive

Sound

Sound Card, Speakers, or Headphones

Supplementary
Software

DVD playback software (for use with PC or Macintosh)

Documentation
Printed

Instructor's Guide, Student Study Guide, Student Workbook

Price

Single DVD-Video: $34.95
Instructor's Guide and Student Study Guide: $24.95 eachStudent
Workbook: $19.95
VHS version: $9.95
CD-ROM version: $4.95

General Description
Directed by Ettore Scola in 1974, C'eravamo tanto amati, stars Vittorio Gassman, Nino Manfredi,
Stefania Sandrelli, Aldo Fabrizi, Marcello Mastroianni, and Federico Fellini. The film is set entirely
within the context of Italian politics and cinema during the period 1945-75. C'eravamo tanto amati is a
reflective comedy about the friendship of three men and the same woman each has loved. The film
follows the fortunes of three World War II partigiani (resistance fighters), tracing the different paths
and misadventures of each over a period of thirty years. Their changing relationships bring love and
friendship into conflict as the aspiring actress moves in and out of their lives. Italian movie lovers will
find interesting the way Ettore Scola has included appearances of Vittorio De Sica and Federico Fellini
as well as footage from The Bicycle Thief and a recreation of Fellini's shooting the fountain scene
from La dolce vita.

Miramax Films has recently acquired English-language remake rights to C'eravamo tanto amati.
Gabriele Muccino, a famous Italian director, and screenwriter Mike Weller will shift the story to New
York, starting in the 1970s to touch on some of the key social, political and cultural events of the
three decades that followed.
This DVD-video title can be played on all DVD-Video players connected to a TV or monitor. The
instructor or learner can control the video and navigate through the program with a remote control or
mouse. While a computer can be connected to some DVD-video players, a computer is not required
for the instructor to present the interactive video lesson. It offers, unique among its peers, a barcoded

control, which further enhances the flexibility of the DVD use for instruction. In fact, as with any DVD,
this instructional video title can be played on any DVD drive in computer systems, regardless of OS
platform, thus extending the scope of its instructional uses.

"A DVD offers additional features to the instructional designer that can be applied or not applied,
based on the educational objective of the program. At its simplest configuration, a player, a disc and a
video monitor, can be a highly interactive experience with the added bonus of simplicity of use by both
educators and students." (Benedetto, 1999).

When you insert the disk the first screen gives two choices: Watch Movie or Options.

The Watch Movie button choice takes the viewer to a very important third screen: the SubTitles (Figure 1).

Figure 1

The Sub-Titles screen supplies a wide selection of sub-title alternatives to watch the DVD:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Italian: Dialogue, the full Italian script is displayed;
Italian: Main Ideas (Short) a brief description is given in Italian;
Italian: Main Ideas, only the main highlight of the segment;
English: Dialogue, the full script in English is displayed;
English: Main Ideas (Short), a brief description is given in English;
English: Main Ideas; and
Sub-Titles Off.

After choosing the desired subtitle, the DVD begins playing the movie without interruption, an
improvement over the first edition, which segmented the film between the two layers of menus now
found under the Select Chapter option discussed below. The Options button takes you to a menu
screen with a choice between The Cinema, The Director, Select Chapter, Credits, and Title
Screen (Figure 2).

Figure 2

The Cinema screen tells the viewer/learner about the film, including when it was released, a brief
synopsis, and its place in the wider context of Italian history and Italian movie history. Here, and
indeed throughout the program, the user can choose between Italian and English as the interface
language. The Director screen provides a brief background and vitae of Ettore Scola, the director
of C'eravamo tanto amati. Select Chapter takes the viewer to a menu where the 38 scenes are divided
in numbered groups and then to a second menu where the individual scenes for that group are
displayed for selection (Figure 3).

Figure 3

Clicking on the chosen segment, takes you to a screen that gives a summary of the scene, and choice
of subtitles desired (Figure 4).

Figure 4

"Our purpose in preparing this disc is to enhance the study of Italian by providing annotations and
tools to enable the comprehension of authentic language." This claim, written in the cover of the DVD,
cannot be more close to the actual capabilities of the DVD instructional title.

C’eravamo tanto amati can be viewed in its entirety as a DVD-video, adding an extra possibility to an
already wide pedagogical utilizations scope.
The DVD does not have online help or any documentation. They would be redundant since anyone
able to operate a DVD player can start using C'eravamo tanto amati for teaching and learning Italian
right out of the box.
The CD-ROM version of C’eravamo tanto amati is very similar in look and feel to the DVD instructional
video. It includes more information about the film, such as the plot, its actors, the historical
background, and more detailed notes on the language used by the various characters. The film is
divided in video clips, which mirror the scene and chapter organization of the DVD counterpart. On the
video clip screen there is an English /Italian – Italian/English dictionary and a computer-based quiz
activity called Question/Domande.
A printed Instructor's Guide, a Student Study Guide, a Student Workbook and a VHS version without
subtitles are all available as extra cost items; the accompanying instructional CD-ROM will be available
soon.
Evaluation
Technological Features
No installation is required, nor is there any need for instructions. It is platform independent; basically

any OS that can play a DVD video can run the title. The operation is very reliable (no crashes or
stalls). The screen management is clear. The interface uses a standard navigation typical of any DVD
video, though it offers more choices due to the instructional nature of its viewing options.

DVD-video is not only easily viewable using a computer screen, but also takes advantage of the
multimedia capabilities of the computer, such as better image and sound quality. Benedetto (1999)
summarizes very well the strengths of an instructional DVD video:
"Ideal for presentation, group and individual instruction; viewable by the entire class on standard TV
or by single student on a computer; full-motion digital video and audio quality; highly interactive;
random access, rapid search, non linear playback; stand alone or computer control; the most
important aspect is that DVD-video is cross-platform. DVD titles can be played on standard DVD
players, enhanced DVD players with barcode remote, DVD equipped PC or Mac, and finally can be
used with special Web sites for full motion video instruction; durable compact media, easy to carry or
store" (Benedetto, 1999).
Activities (Procedure)
C'eravamo tanto amati, as a specific foreign language teaching tool, provides the learner with good
exposure to a genuine sample of Italian. The activity is mostly listening comprehension, but the title
provides very good pre-activity and post-activity exercises in the Student Study Guide or in the DVD
itself. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the story outline of the scene before
watching it. Omaggio (1993) states that "beginning and intermediate students need prelistening
activities to help them anticipate and predict the relevant content in the passage."
The Student Study Guide contains "post-viewing essay questions," while the Instructor's
Guide provides "sample study questions by scene." Instructors can use these samples or create their
own class tailored post-viewing activities, while students can practice using the questions in their
guide book.

The supplementary CD-ROM version allows students to watch individual scenes with or without the
script, which is available in Italian or English, or both side by side. English or Italian commentary may
also be consulted. Furthermore users can change these view modes instantly.
Teacher Fit (Approach)
The pedagogical soundness and appropriateness of the program has to be strongly
emphasized. C'eravamo tanto amatiexposes the learners to highly contextualized language input. Lee
points out that contextualized language furthers students' language development, exposing learners to
vocabulary and structures they have not learned yet (Lee, 1987, p. 51). Omaggio also supports the
importance of contextualized language, "the contexts for language practice should be devised, as
much as possible, from culturally authentic sources" (Omaggio, 1993, p. 82). Krashen further explains
that"people acquire language that is directed at their current level of competence, but which includes
some structures that are somewhat beyond that level as well. Language learners will understand
structures that are beyond them from contextual cues in the message or from extra linguistic cues"
(Krashen, 1982, p. 21). C'eravamo tanto amati provides the means for students of Italian to make the
"input comprehensible" (Krashen, 1982) through the easy and fast navigation features provided by
the DVD medium (play, pause, stop, rewind, and forward) and through the extensive use of the
different combination of subtitles (Figure 1).

This DVD instructional video focuses on only one aspect of second language acquisition: listening
comprehension. That makes C'eravamo tanto amati a very effective tool to any student of Italian

seeking to improve listening comprehension skills. An undeniable truth for whoever has come out
successfully from the long and laborious adventure of acquiring a second language is that watching a
movie in the language of so much study is one of the most merciless tests of real life: it is very hard
to comprehend what the characters are saying in the target language. In C'eravamo tanto amati the
scenes can be played and replayed until the learner is able to discern what before seemed
incomprehensible. The authentic language input gradually becomes understandable. It is one of the
main tenets of Krashen's input hypothesis that learners acquire more language only when exposed to
comprehensible input; that is, acquisition depends on that input (Omaggio Hadley, 1993, p. 51; Ellis,
1997, p. 47; Krashen, 1982, p. 21).

This is especially true when a film like C'eravamo tanto amati contains very authentic Italian, in that
the register varies to fit the social status of the characters in the movie. Similarly, dialect and regional
accents are largely represented and add more to the authenticity of the Italian dialogues. Of course,
the fact that the film's major theme is the loss of the traditions of glorious Italian Neo-Realism
explains the use of such authentic language. The film is as linguistically accurate and socio-culturally
authentic as it can be.

Moreover, the entire movie is barcoded, a first for Italian instructional DVDs. Therefore it is really easy
for an instructor to jump directly to the desired scene and play or replay the segment that fits into the
instructional goals it may satisfy. The entire script with the barcodes is in the Instructor's
Guide booklet.
Instructors have the option to adopt the CD-ROM version C'eravamo tanto amati for follow up
activities and a computer-based quiz. The multiple choice questions are all in the target language,
Italian, and immediate feedback for students taking the quiz is provided.

Learner Fit (Design)
The novelty of the medium, a DVD, can be appealing to young learners. DVD provides an interactive
platform which does not necessarily require a computer. In fact, a DVD player, a disc, and a television
monitor are all that are needed. The goal of the learning activity, listening comprehension of authentic
Italian, usually labor intensive, is made attractive by the perception of the "fun" video can entail.
Video also allows students to "learn through both verbal and visual means, toview actual objects and
realistic scenes, to see sequences in motion, and to view perspectives that are difficult or impossible
to observe in real life" (Wetzel, Radtke, & Stern, 1994).

The DVD and the CD-ROM version are for individual or group lab use, the learner has control over
choosing the scene or segment, repeating it, or selecting the various sub-titles options. The linguistic
level adopted in the film is very high; it contains genuine language spoken by native speakers. The
grammar, vocabulary, and register are very accurate.

Mature learners of all ages and levels of Italian language knowledge can enjoy C'eravamo tanto amati.
Apart from the most obvious use for listening comprehension skills, Italian language, and culture, the
DVD could also be used by any learner interested in film studies, Italian cinema, contemporary
European or Italian history, or cultural studies.

Summary
Instructional DVD is a rather new technology, and compared to videotape, relatively few titles are
available even in English. C'eravamo tanto amati is all the more unique for being in Italian. There is no
doubt that the DVD-video title library will begin to grow as educators and educational publishers
become more familiar with the instructional benefits of the technology. Those benefits are clearly
exemplified by C'eravamo tanto amati. It provides a clear example of the instructional advantages of
using this particular medium to learn, improve, or simply be exposed to a second language and
culture. Moreover, independently of the medium chosen, the title is pedagogically very well thought
out and designed.C'eravamo tanto amati is an example which will be followed by many in the coming
years. This remarkable first in the use of a film with DVD technology and barcoded script of the entire
dialogue allows the instructor to focus on a particular aspect of the genuine native language adopted
in the movie. I unhesitatingly recommend the title not only for Italian language classes or lab use, but
also for the scholar of Italian movies, cultural studies, or history, and to anyone who has an extracurricular interest in movies or Italian language and culture.

Scaled rating (1 low-5 high)
Implementation possibilities: 5
Pedagogical features: 4
Socio-Linguistic accuracy: 5
Use of computer capabilities: 4
Ease of use: 5
Over-all evaluation: 4.5
Value for money: 5
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