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This self-published book by a serving vicar is the product of over 15 years
of pastoral ministry. Although the author says, “This is not meant to be an
academic book” (p. 4), he shows keen academic pastoral reflection coupled
with biblical insights and wide use of popular culture. It is essentially a
meditation on the age-old question, “Where is God when life hurts?”
Interwoven through the book is the reference to his own experience of
the stillbirth of his daughter Hannah at 39 weeks gestation. He sits light to
this undoubtably traumatic episode, but the presence of this lends weight
to what he has to say and prevents this book being purely an academic or
apologetic exercise.
Central to his thesis is the Christian idea of a god who suffers with us,
most deeply in Jesus. Any theorizing about this must begin with the idea
that God is love:
“God feels the pain Himself. That’s where God is. In those who suffer. But not
just there. God is also in the response to suffering. God is there wherever there
is love.” (p. 62.)

This means that faith is not threatened by suffering but is a response to it:
“real faith” (p. 78) is formed by suffering. Almost the last words in the epilogue powerfully underline that belief. He talks about how his then threeyear-old son responded to the tears of his parents over the death of Hannah
and being told that she was with Jesus:
© Equinox Publishing Ltd 2020, Office 415, The Workstation, 15 Paternoster Row, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S1 2BX.

REVIEW

283

“‘Is Jesus crying?’ … ‘Yes,’ I choked out. Yes …” (p. 81.)

He presents arguments and experiences, doesn’t try to answer them conclusively but uses the space to enable the reader to find their own answers
within a Christian worldview. He is sometimes idiosyncratic, but this is not
a criticism: presented with human suffering, personal idiosyncrasy often
communicates best. Perhaps he can be slightly too trenchant on the subject
of “modern atheists” (p. 9), but this is a minor point.
I could imagine this book being useful to Christians of all theologies as it
is born of wide pastoral experience, but it could also be useful to some of no
particular faith who have awareness of the Christian tradition. It is a book
that would be useful to put into the hands of someone going through pain,
as it avoids the clichés and well-meaning bromides that sometimes bedevil
publications in this area.
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