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Frank Macchia has developed some impressive systematic studies of key theological themes that deserve wide readership and deep engagement, and this book
is no different. He carefully and thoroughly develops an ecclesiology that seeks
to be both Pentecostal and ecumenical, energized by the Spirit and turned out
towards the world. Rather than starting with institutions or visions of the church
as “machines of salvation”, he wants us to start with a clear focus on Pentecost,
with its abundant outpouring of divine love. This foundational movement of
God’s Spirit leads to a movement of people by faith in Christ to be incorporated
into the divine communion and the pilgrim church, on the way to the eschatological kingdom. Alongside this is a vocational movement of charismatic and
missional life in which people are turned outwards, with the church as a “sign
and instrument for the divine self-impartation in the world” (pp. 4–5). The book
represents an exploration of these themes and Macchia, as usual, pays tribute
to Karl Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Wolfhart Pannenberg and Jurgen Moltmann
along the way, with Clark Pinnock an important charismatic source. It also digs
deeply into the biblical witness engaging creatively and critically with all the relevant passages.
The over-riding metaphor that suffuses this study is that of Spirit baptism
which Macchia develops with greater clarity than in his earlier works. He uses
Spirit-baptism as an expansive and eschatological metaphor that enables it to
encompass all aspects of ecclesiology, culminating when all is “swallowed up”
in immortal life (2 Cor. 5:4, a verse Macchia returns to frequently). This provides a positive integrating factor in ecclesiology that is distinctively Pentecostal,
although Macchia is stretching the Pentecostal and biblical traditions somewhat
(or too much?) in order to gain this integration. He wants to chart a way that is
different to, but inclusive of, that of evangelicals (in which Spirit baptism happens at Christian initiation through faith), sacramental traditions (in which Spirit
baptism is linked to water baptism) and Pentecostals (for whom Spirit baptism
is a post-conversion empowerment for mission). Treating Spirit baptism from
an eschatological perspective offers a way of grounding initiation, water baptism
and mission together in God’s outpouring of life.
Spirit baptisms leads into a trinitarian communion (koinonia) that inspires
a vocation to keep overflowing outwards to others, inviting them into the
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communion in ways that affirm their gifts. This is a dynamic way of understanding koinonia that affirms and challenges existing ecumenical approaches.
Central here is an understanding of the Spirit as the Spirit of communion with
humanity as the vessel of this Spirit. Personhood is ecclesial, anchored in communion with God and extended out towards others in cruciform love. Macchia
seeks to value the person whilst resisting individualism through the vital instrumentality of the church in Christ’s salvation. Unusually, Macchia places election
at the heart of his Pentecostal ecclesiology as a result of its New Testament links
with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. The witness of Christ will be taken to all
the world so that “all may be incorporated into the Messiah as his elect through
baptism in the Holy Spirit” (p. 67). There is a careful consideration of how Israel
fits with this and how it applies to humanity in general, with a recognition that
not all have yet “actualized their election in the Spirit by faith” (p. 78).
The idea of the “pilgrim church” is common in ecumenical circles and Macchia
uses it to describe a church that is “on the way” to the coming kingdom. United
to Christ the church lives from the outpouring and incorporating work of the
Spirit as the “effective sign and instrument” of the kingdom of God in the world
(p. 105). This is God’s liberating reign of justice that the church is dedicated to
and a focus on the kingdom prevents the church being inward looking and idealistic. Here we have hints of liberation theology but without the detail – Macchia
remains focused on the traditional theological issues that need clarification. He
reflects on the biblical models of the church as the “field of God”, the “body of
Christ”, the “temple of the Spirit” and the “army of God” which enables him to
address issues of leadership, human community, priesthood and spiritual warfare. Macchia then turns to the classic marks of the church as “one, holy, catholic,
and apostolic” with the tensions between the visible and invisible church and the
concerns of holiness, grace and apostolic succession. These marks are both a gift
and a challenge with Macchia treading a careful ecumenical line.
Finally, Macchia turns to the church as charismatically gifted in its witness
in the world. The focus here is on the church’s role as an instrument of God’s
presence and work as mediated by the Spirit. This results naturally in a consideration of how this mediation of God is worked out in the inner life of the church.
Macchia gives a very careful treatment of the themes of mediation, liturgy, inclusion, the Word and the role of scripture in church life, the sacraments, spiritual
gifts and vocation. He articulates a Protestant and Pentecostal approach that is
warm in its appreciation of Catholic insights.
As a whole this book represents essential ecumenical reading for Pentecostals
and those seeking to understand the role of the Holy Spirit in ecclesiology. It
points forward to a more integrated and Spirit-energized ecclesiology that is
deeply attractive. At the same time, the complete lack of engagement with church
practice in particular contexts stands out. How can we speak theologically about
Pentecostalism and mission without engaging more with issues of context? In
some ways this book is stuck in the past, with its more blueprint than concrete
methodology that ignores the key works of Nicholas Healy and Roger Haight. Its
view of mission remains insulated from the challenges of postcolonialism and
the nature of world Christianity. It would be interesting to see if Macchia goes
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on to address these and the doctrine of creation in future work. So, a book of
tensions that promises to draw us forward in similar or different visions of how
we might ground the church theologically.
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