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“Is Francis our first charismatic pope?” asked the Jesuit magazine America
a little over a year ago.1 The article is only one of many on this this topic
that have appeared in recent years, and it praises Francis’s embrace
of Charismatics as well as his stated intention to “renew the renewal”.
And indeed, the article’s publication was related to precisely this effort,
because it directly followed the launch of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal International Service (CHARIS) on Pentecost 2019. CHARIS
was founded by the Pope to moderate and coordinate the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal worldwide and replaced with immediate effect the
earlier recognised structures that been formed from within the Renewal
itself. Francis had offered a Vatican embrace: recognition and centralization rolled into one.
The articles in this special issue on “Global Catholicism and the
Catholic Charismatic Movement” trace the longer back story behind this
institutionalisation of the Charismatic Renewal in the Catholic Church.
The four articles in this issue are global and local in scope at once, thereby
offering important insights about the proliferation of the movement
through individual initiative and institutional processes. While the origin
stories of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal are well known and some
detailed studies from local contexts have emerged in recent years, there
is a relative paucity of scholarship on the movement’s globally entangled
history and present. Therefore, I am very pleased that we are able to publish this special issue for PentecoStudies, collated and guest edited by Dr
Valentina Ciciliot, currently researcher at the Ca’ Foscari University of
1. Austen Ivereigh, “Is Francis Our First Charismatic Pope?”, America: The Jesuit
Review, 14 June 2019, retrieved from www.americamagazine.org/faith/2019/06/14/
francis-our-first-charismatic-pope (accessed 31 August 2020).
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Venice. I will leave it to her to introduce the individual articles and I hope
that you will enjoy reading them as much as I did.
As I finish writing this editorial, the world is still in the grasp of the
coronavirus, and by the time this is published, many countries may well
be in the middle of a second wave of the outbreak. I find it increasingly
hard to escape coronavirus fatigue; too much of our working lives, our
news stories and our future plans are dominated by this one topic – and
now it has even crept into this editorial! Yet this season of uncertainties also offers new beginnings: on 31 October we will have our first
fully online conference of the European Research Network on Global
Pentecostalism – GloPent World 2020. The conference was put together
by Wolfgang Vondey in Birmingham and the line-up of papers looks
great. I look forward to “meeting” many of you there!
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