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The two bibliographies were compiled by Larissa P. Watkins, Assistant to the Librarian
of the Library of the Supreme Council in Washington DC, in order to commemorate
two events that took place in 2009, the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth and the 250th
anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. They give a precise account of the contents
of two very rich collections on Abraham Lincoln and Robert Burns. The Library owes
them to the generosity of two collectors, Louis Carman for the Lincoln collection and
William Robertson Smith for the Burns collection. The Smith collection has turned
the Washington DC library into the largest Burns repository after the Mitchell Library
in Glasgow. Both works are introduced by forewords written by masonic Grand
Officers, the Sovereign Grand Inspector General of Texas (Lincolniana) and the Grand
Master of Washington DC (Burnsiana). Additional essays are provided, including
an article by Robert Cooper, Librarian and Curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
focusing on Burns’ masonic biography. The active involvement of Robert Burns in his
own lodge, St James’s Tarbolton, as a deputy master and his commitment to several
other lodges is well documented. It is now widely known that Burns owed a lot
to freemasons for the publication of his poetry as they provided financial support
through the subscriptions they organized for several editions. Burnsiana provides
useful indexes, both a geographical index and a publisher index. Scholars should also
be aware of the existence of scrapbooks compiled by William R. Smith which could
not be clearly identified and therefore were not classified in the library catalogue
but which could disclose precious information to future scholars of Burns. Scholars
should not look for masonic data in Burnsiana as Burns only alluded to freemasonry
in a few poems. Yet they will find the major critical works written on Burns.
As for Lincoln, he was not a mason. It is therefore paradoxical that he should
have been considered as such by a number of people. The address given by the
donor of the Lincoln collection, Dr. L.D. Carman, in 1914 before Harmony Lodge
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n°17 in Washington DC, is published in facsimile at the end of Lincolniana. Carman
explained in this lecture that although Lincoln never belonged to a lodge, he had
many friends who were masons and was influenced by masonry. Yet the Lincolniana
collection provides a wealth of bibliographical references for scholars of Lincoln.
The main academic interest of the two separate volumes is, of course, the bibli
ography itself. Larissa Watkins has carefully identified all the works of the collections
and commented on a significant number of them. Thus the two publications provide
a useful tour of the library collections. Lincolniana features about 1,000 entries with
over a hundred images of covers and title pages, while Burnsiania similarly contains
around 1,200 entries, classified in three chapters: the works of Robert Burns, works
about the poet, literary works about Scotland and chapbooks. The latter sections
discuss the Scottish cultural context of the time and therefore may be of interest to
specialists of Burns as well as of Scottish popular culture. The two volumes represent
a major contribution to the 2009 commemorations of Lincoln and Burns but most of
all, they are useful because they give access to the Washington DC masonic library
and thereby to new research material open to scholars and the general public alike.
Both catalogues are aesthetic achievements, pleasant to look at.
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