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JRFF Review Policy
The overall objective of the ‘Book Review’ section is to provide a critical review of
recent books related to the study of freemasonry and fraternalism. In general the
reviewed books should have been published within the last two years. The list of
potential books for review is available at the following, regularly updated, website:
http://www.refworks.com/refshare?site=051541216278000000/RWWS2A1326230/
JRFF
Clicking on the link will take you to a shared folder of a RefWorks database which
is displayed in RefShare. Please click on ‘view’ on the right-hand side of the page
and check the comment section to see if a given work is under review. Please note
that you can print, export—to other reference manager software products such as
Endnote—or generate a reference list from within RefShare.
Scholars who volunteer to review a book from this list should contact the reviews
editor. Please check the comment section to see if a given work is being reviewed.
Readers are encouraged to propose books which have been overlooked in the current
list, but that are relevant to the theme of the journal.
Unsolicited reviews will not be considered.
The Journal for Research into Freemasonry and Fraternalism will arrange for free review
copies to be sent to you by the publisher. When you receive your review copy, please
send an e-mail to Róbert Péter, the reviews editor, confirming receipt of the book.
Please note that some publishers do not offer review copies in which case purchasing
of the book is the reviewer’s responsibility.

Deadlines

The deadline for submitting reviews is ten weeks after the book has been sent. Reviews
are only accepted via the online submission system at http://www.equinoxjournals.
com/ojs/index.php/JRFF/about/submissions

Guidelines for Reviews

The objective of each review is to provide an accurate, concise and critical summary
of the book under consideration to specialist and non-specialist readers worldwide.
Thus the Reviewer is required to:
1. Clearly present the objectives, the major points, the methodology and the target
audience of the book as well as its original contribution to the relevant field of
research. Approximately 60% of a review should be devoted to the informative
and lively discussion of these elements. Avoid a chapter by chapter summary.
2. Situate the findings in a broader intellectual framework by comparing and
contrasting them with other related works. A thorough examination of the
book is more crucial than providing a survey of the area in question.

© Equinox Publishing Ltd 2010.

Péter JRFF Review Policy

121

3. Identify the author’s possible biases and presuppositions and their impact on
the argumentation.
4. Adopt a perspective, e.g. of a research scholar or an instructor. Explicitly
indicate your discipline and the viewpoint from which you analyse the book.
5. Provide a fair, honest and critical evaluation of the achieved goals of the book
in light of the clarity and novelty of the arguments, the supporting evidence,
the soundness of methods and the quality of writing. This should be carried
out by making constructive comments on the strengths and weaknesses of
the book in question, which should be underlined by specific examples. Deficiencies should be discussed within the context of the author’s stated purpose
and remain respectful in tone. Do not include vague or potentially libelous
remarks.
6. Promote further discussion of the themes and arguments elaborated in the
book, for instance, by asking critical questions.

Length

The English reviews should be approximately 800-1,000 words in length. More indepth and longer review essays assessing two or three books on a similar topic in a
comparative manner are also welcome.

Style and Format

Given the interdisciplinary and diverse readership of the JRFF, avoid using too much
academic jargon related to your sub-discipline.
Keep quotations to a minimum and do not include footnotes.
The full publication details of the books, including ISSN/ISBN, preliminary page
numbers and price should be stated at the start of the manuscript. The reviewer’s
name, e-mail address and contact details should appear at the end of the review.
Reviews should be single-spaced and saved in a Microsoft Word format.
Prior to submission please proofread the text of the review carefully.
Reviews that do not meet the journal’s required standards will be rejected.
RóBERT PéTER
Reviews Editor
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