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This issue of Linguistics and the Human Sciences, in addition to two book
reviews, includes five papers covering the application of linguistics in a number
of areas, including topics of both professional and theoretical interest.
The authors of ‘Dissociation, relatedness, and “cohesive harmony”: a linguistic measure of degrees of “fragmentation”?’ describe their linguistic approach
to the study of therapeutic techniques as ‘a science in which the development,
or restoration, of meaning potential is tracked, primarily through the complex
“systems” of human relationships’. Their work represents a collaboration
between a linguistics team, including David G. Butt, Alison R. Moore, and
Caroline Henderson-Brooks, and a psychotherapeutic/psychiatric team comprised of Russell Meares and Joan Haliburn. In this paper, Butt et al. claim that
the evidence they have obtained from linguistic analysis ‘offers the therapist
a number of opportunities for evaluating and interpreting therapeutic techniques’.
Chen Zili, in his paper on ‘Exploring the meta operation mechanism of
metaphor below a word’, argues for an ontology-based approach to the study of
metaphor on the grounds that it is more objective and operable than an intuitivebased approach in providing insights into a word’s metaphor-making potential.
In ‘Methodological tenets, plausibility and reality in Chomskyan biolinguistics’ Adolfo Martín García criticizes Chomskyan biolinguistics for being
neurologically implausible. Instead, he advocates research into the neurological plausibility of Lamb’s Relational Network Theory and Halliday’s Systemic
Functional Linguistics on the grounds that they ‘may pave the way for a more
realistic and profitable understanding of the nature of the linguistic systems
in our brains’.
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Showing how language plays a key role in lecturers’ assessment of students’
work, Ahmar Mahboob and Eszter Szenes, in their paper entitled, ‘Linguicism
and racism in assessment practices in higher education’, urge readers to adopt
‘a pedagogy of empowerment that gives explicit, visible and scaffolded training
and guidance to students from disadvantaged groups to help them learn, use,
and appropriate the language and genres of power’.
Radan Martinec, in ‘Nascent and mature semiotic systems’, further develops the nascent system of new media design presented in Martinec and van
Leeuwen (2008). Martinec maintains that this new media design ‘should result
in benefits that have usually been investigated by usability studies, such as more
intuitive navigation, better content recall, and similar’.
This issue also includes two book reviews. Michael O’Toole reviews Language
and Verbal Art Revisited: Linguistic Approaches to the Study of Literature (2007)
edited by Donna R. Miller and Monica Turci. Geoff Thompson reviews Monika
Bednarek’s Emotion Talk across Corpora (2008).
Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce and
welcome our new Associate Editor, Ahmar Mahboob who is Senior Lecturer of
Department of Linguistics, University of Sydney, Australia. The role of associate
editor is both challenging and time consuming. We are very grateful to Ahmar
for taking on this important role following the retirement of Carmel Cloran
who has served LHS as an associate editor since its inception in 2005. We have
benefited enormously from the work Carmel has done. It is my great pleasure
to personally thank her for her significant contribution to LHS.

